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For the Chriftian Herald. 


THRE 


‘ON THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


Rev. 16. And I heard a great 
woice out of the temple faying to the 
seven angels, go your ways, and pour 
out the oinds of the wrath of God 
upon the earth, [Fe, 

It is very evident from what ts 

writte# in this chapter, that their 
is great things yet to take place. 
The whole tenor of the prophecy 
of the Revelations indicate great 
things, and itis important that 
every chriftian should have an 
underftanding of thefe things 
that they may prepare for the fol- 
emn events. 

Immediately after the tribula- 
tion and awful diftrefS of thele, 
vials, the myltery of God will be 
finifhed in the redemption of men 
from all fin and unrighteousnefs, 
to the honowr and glory of 
his holy name, as he hath declar- 
ed to his fervants the: prophets, 
when the children of men fhall 
beat their fwerds into plough. 


fhares and their {pears into prun-" 


ing hooks ; when nation fhall not 
lift up fword againft nation neith- 
er learn war any more, and when 
all divifion fhall be done away 
among the children of God for- 
ever. 

The {moke or fuffocating ele- 
emé€nts with which the temple or 
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‘chriftian world ts filled, on the 
pouring out of the vials, arifes 
from the glorious display of God’s 
juftice upon a guilty world, and 
the power of his wrath upon the 
childen of difobedience, for like 
fire it will confume. A commen- 
tator observes, refpecting the vi- 
als, that the greate{t calamities 
that can befall men will not bring 
them to repentance without the 
grace and fpirit of God. 2nd. 
thofe who are not made better by 
the judgments of God, are always 
the worfe for them. 3rd. to be 
hardened in fin and enmity a- 
gainlt Ged by his righteous judg- 
ments is a certain token of utter 
deftruction. I fhall now take no- 
tice of the pouring out of the vi- 
als: 

And the firft went, and pour- 
ed out his vial upon the earth, 
and their fell a noifome and greav- 
ous sore upon the men which had 
the mark of the beaft, and upon 
them which worfhiped his image. 
A fore in the language of {crip- 
ture and inthe fymbol ufed in 
the Revelations fignifies fome 
fin or awtul wicke ditefs, thus 
Ifaiah {peaking of the depraved 
condition of the jewifh commu- 
nity, faith, from the fole of the 
foot even unto the head there is 
no foundnefs in it, but wounds 
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and bruifes and putrifying fores. 
A noifyme and greivous fore 
muft mean the work kind of 
wickednefs and that wickednefs 
was the open and powerful work- 
ings of infidelity, which fell upon, 
I will fav, the people of France 
in the latter part of the laft cen- 
tury, there could not perhaps 
be a more noifome and grievous 
fore of fin than this, and it fell up- 
ona people who were perhaps 
above any other bigoted to the 
church of Rome, and devoted to 
all its inftitutions, and ceremo- 
nies, having now under this vial 
calt of pretty much all reitraint, 
and beginning faft to deny the 
very being of a God, they may 


_be confidered asin a dead and 


dying ftate, with relpect to every 
thiag of a religious, fpiritual or 
holy nature. This leads us to 
the fubject of the next vial, which 
is immediately poured out. | 
Verse 2. And the fecond an- 
gel poured out his vial upon the 
fea, and it became as the blood 
of a dead man, and every living 
foul died in the fea. The fea in 
the language of fymbols, and by 
fymbols almoft every thing in the 
revelations is reprefented, figni- 
fies a nation in a ftate of revolu- 
tion or tumult ; in this condition 
was France on the pouring out 
of this vial under which the king 
is dethroned and beheaded, the 
nobility flaughtered, and the 
whole country deluged by, the 
blood of her own citizens. The 
expreflion dead men, feems to fig- 
nify men dead to God, as the m- 
habitants of France moftly were 
at this time; and every living 
feul dying in the fea, may inti- 


mate that every perfon poffefled 
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with any goodnefs or having any 
fpiritual life within them, will die 
to it all.amidft the party rage, 
open infidelity and violent maf- 
facre, which go on throughout 
the empire, on the pouring out 
out of this via’; for I am ready 
to conclude, by the time the com- 


motions and tumults which took: 


place under this vial were over, 
there could fearce a perfon be 
found there, in whom any true 
fpiritual life remained. S.rys one, 
the late revolution in France af- 
forded the philofophers that pre- 
cious opportunity they had fo en- 
thufiastically defired, of diffemi- 
nating the principles of infideli- 
ty among the lower ranks of peo- 
ple. 
and rapidity,in deluges of pamph- 
lets, books and papers, from one 
farthing up to fix pence in price, 
and the poor, as it was at that 
time obferved, got rid of their 
relizion ata very ealy expence. 
Thus the lower people of France, 
became philofophifed as well as 
their betters, and chriflianity be- 
came confined to la vendee a- 
mongit the peadantry of the dis- 
tant provinces, even i. thofe quar- 
ters it is loofing ground every 
day. The fame writer, {peaking 
of the ftate of France, fince the 
revolution, obferves, the French 
public in general are faid to be 
totally indifferent to the fubject 
of religion, in all its branches, 
even books of infidelity have now 
no attraction, the public mind be- 
ing abfolutely fatiated on rather 
furfeited therewith. 

We will turn our attention now 
to the third Angel. 
third angel poured out his vial 
wpon rivers, and fountains of wa- 


This was effected -aith zeal ° 
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ters, and they became blood.— 
Rivers and fountains in the fym- 
bol’ of the revelations fignify 
ftates and kinzdoms, exifting in 
a more tranqail condition. ‘The 
waters denote theinhabitants. Af- 
ter the people ef France had gone 
on for a while flaughtering their 
own citizens, they rufhed into oth- 
er ftates and kingdoms of Europe 
and they became blood. Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany and the 
States of Holland, all witneffes 
the awful carnage of unprincipled 
infidels, dead to God and to hu- 
manity and their provinces -be- 
came flaughter houfes for their 
own people. And I heard the 
angcl of the waters fay, thou art 
righteous O Lord which art, 
and waft, and thall be, becaule 
thou haft judged thas, tor they 
fhed the blood of faints and 
prophets, and thou hat given 
them blood to drink, for they are 
worthy. It is to be particularly no- 
ticed fays a ceitain writer that in 
thofe countries where the rava- 
ges of infidel France extended, 
nearly all who have been put to 
death for their religion fince 
heathen perfecutiens ceafed, have 
fuffered. And I heard another, 
out of the alter fay, even fo, Lord 
God Almighty,true and righteous 
are thy judgments. This leads 
me to notice the fourth vial. 
And thefourth angel poured 
out his vial upon the sun, and 
power was given unto him to 
fcorch men with fire. As the 
sun in the firmament is the fu 
preme luminary, fo here from 
the fymbol of the sun taken from 
the heavenly bodies, is to be un- 
derstood the fupreme empire of 
the world,that empire was France, 
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and the inhabitants of almoft the 
whole-earth have for fome time 
telt and ftill continue to feel its 
fcorching, its tyrannical, its de- 
ftructive influeace. When the 
fun emits its gentle rays of heat 
how it invigorates and cherifhes 
the tender plants of the earth, 
they grow up and flourifh ; but 
when it fends forth a burning 
heat, how are the vegetables and 
plants of the earth burnt up and 
deltroyed by its fatal influence ; 
fo alfo when an empire is regulat.- 
ed by falutary laws, and govern- 
ed by a prince of a pacific tem. 
per and difpofition, how advanta- 
geous, how beneficial is it to man- 
kind but when ruled by a tyrant 
who ruthes forth with a furious 
ambition and heated zeal upon 
the inhabitants of the earth, how 
many tens of thoufands are eith- 
er deftroyed or grievously fcorch- 
ed by its baneful and deftructive 
fway. “And men were fcorched 
with great heat and blafphemcd 
the name of God, which hath 
power over. thefe plagues, and 
they repented not to give him 
glory.” itis with a great heat, a 
great power, that France has 
feorched the people of the earth, 
and is nowfcorching them. But 
we difcover agreeably to the 
prophecy that mankind only do 
worfe and become more wicked 
under the judgment, they do not 
repent or feel any forrow for 
what they have done nor give 
glory to God, by acknowlédging 
their fins and turning to him who 
alone hath power over thefe 
plagues, and can fay unto them, 
thus far fhalt thou go and no 
farther; but they think to ftop 
them by their own human 
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ftrengtnh, and by fome concerted 
plans of their own, or by the 
multitude of their troops and ar- 
mies. Says a certain writer, 
there is no doubt with me but 
the king fpoken of in Daniel that 
fhould do according to his will 
and profper till the indignation 
fhould be accomplifhed was the 
government of France under Na- 
poleon, and he went on profper- 
ing, ever turning and killing in 
fpite of all the oppofition made 
to him by all the powers of Eu- 
rope, till the judgment deftined 
for him to accomplith was effect- 
ed, and which I have no doubt 
was fymbolized by the reapmg 
of the harveft of the earth, while 
with equal certainty it may be 
afirmed that the gathering @f 
the vintage and treading of the 
wine prefs of the wrath of God, 
is yet to come; the icene of the 
vintage evidently denotes a more 
awful deftruction than the har- 


“welt, and it will follow the other 


after a {mall fpace of time inter- 
venes, as the vintage follows the 
harve(t, in the natural world, and 
therefore, thefe figures are ufed 
in this prophecy. It has been 
fuppofed moreover, that the reap- 
ing of the harveit reprefented 
more particularly the cutting off 
the infidel part of mankind, for 
in all thofe countries where the 
ravages of the french armies ex- 
tended, infidelity prevailed to a 
very great degree; while the 

athering the clutters of the vine 
of the earth denotes the cutting 
off the degenerate profeflions of 
chriftianity now in the earth, who 
will become more and more de- 

enerate till that .event takes 
place, for when it takes place the 
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clufters of the vine are decfard to 
be fully ripe. The vine I believe 
throughout the fcripwres relates 
to the church, and its. being here 
termed the vine of the earth, 

marks its earthly and degenerate 
{tate at this period. The clufters 
of the vine too feem to defignate 
the great multitude of fects and 
parties that compofe the outward 
vifible church, and fince infidel. 
ty has now fallen into difrepute 
in almoft every part of the world, 
and chriftianity in its prefent 
form and way, is becoming fo 
popular generally, it may be ex- 
pected the great bulk of mankind 
will beincluded in the clufter of 


the vine of the earth, at the time 


they are gathered, and their being 
gathered and cait into the wine 
prefs of the wrath of God and 
trodden in his indignation, plain- 
ly fhews they will be flaughtered 
in great abmndance, from the 
quantity of blood which flows out 
from the wine prefs during the 
time it istreading. This will i in- 
deed be a moft awful period and 
it is rapidly approaching, bat 
mankind in general feem fatt 
afleep in their iins while the falfe 
prophets all over the world 
proclaim with all the affurance 
of the 400 prophets of Baal that 
all is going on well in the earth, 
no evil is approaching, and that 
the world isin a very good con- 
dition and becoming better daily. 
O the delufion which men are 
now in, refpecting thefe things, 
how few know their own real 


condition, or have any idea of | 


the evils and awful calAmities 


which are fhortly to be experi- | 


enced, I will now call the atten- 


tion of the reader to the fifth 
vial. 
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Verfe 10, “And the fifth an- 
gel poured out his vial upon she 
feat of the beast, and his kingdom 
was full of darkness and they 

nawed their tongues for pain.” 

Verfe 11. “And blafphemed 
the God of heaven becaufe of 
their pains and their fores and 
repented not of their deeds.” 
Darknefs, in {cripture is the em- 
blem of perplexity and trouble ; 
gnawing the tongue denotes rage 
and vexation, anda kingdom full 
of embarraflment; fays a come 
mentator, this vial does net de- 
ftroy but diftrefs him, it fils 
his kingdom with the darknefs 
of mifery and trouble by the lofs 
of that refpect and renown which 
the throne of the beaft had be- 
fore. What we are to under- 
ftand here by the throne or feat 
of the beaft, I will not.undertake 
to fay, but I think likely. that it 
begarg inthe church of Rome,and 
continues in the proteftantchurch- 
es, in as much as they conform 
tothe church of Rome; wheth- 
er itis foor mot the reader 
mutt exercise his own judgment 
till the event difcovers it. But 
certainly it will be a ferious dis- 
penfation, it will greatly con- 
found, diftrefs and vex all the 
bealt worfhipers and caufe them 
to make ufe of every effort to 
collect afliftance againft the au- 
thors of their troubles and to 
build themfelves up againft any 
attacks or overthrow, to which 
they may be expofed. But what 
ever the difpenfation may be, we 
are fure they will only grow 
worle under it and not reform 
their unrighteous practices. I 
fhall now turn my attention to 
the fixth angel which, dear read- 
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er, is of great-importance to you 
and me. O may God help usto 
prepare for the folemn and aw- 
ful event. 


[To be continued. } 
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Remarkable Inftances of the Power 
if Faith and Prayer. 


Me. Jehn Wills, Rector of 
Morval, near Loo, was an 
eminent inftance of piety and de- 
votion. His prayers and en- 
deavours for the converfion of 
his people and children were at- 
tended with gzeat fuccefs, which 
induced him to break out ina 
traniport of joy, when upon his 
death-bed, in the following words: 
—* My bleflings have prevailed 
above the bleflings of my pro- 
genitors , Of my ten children, 
nine have a work of grace, I 
hope, on their minds; and for 
my yongeft fon, 1 die in the faith 
of a plentiful harveft. He fhall 
be converted alfo, after my de- 
ceafe.” There was great reafon 
to believe it was as he expected. 


That yongeft fon became a 
worthy Minifter. His eld. 
eft fon was Mr. Jonathan 


Wills, of Exeter College, Oxford, 
whofe converfion, in his father’s 
life-time, was very remarkable. 
He had been wild and extrava- 
gant, and had committed fome 
offence, for which he was forced 
to flee from the King’s army.-- 
His father had prevailed with fev- 
eral Minifters, then at Plymouth, 
and other good people, to {pend 
a day in prayer, in behalf of this 
prodigal fon. While they were 
engaged in this exercife the prod~ 
igak arrived, and found them ai- 
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fembled and praying for him.— 
Before they had well finifhed, he 
was diffolved into tears ; and, fal- 
ting on his knees, begged his 
father’s pardon, and from that 
day proved to be eminently fe- 
rious. 

Mr. John Nofworthy, a 
Non-Conformift Minifter, eject- 
ed from Ippleden, in Devon- 
fire, was feveral times reduced 
go great ftraits : but he encourag- 
ed himfelf in the Lord, his God, 
and exhorted his wife to do the 
‘ame. Nor was it in vain — 
Once, when he and his family 
had breakfafted, and had noth- 
ing left for®agother meal, his 
wife lamented their condition, 
and faid, “ What fhall I do with 
my poor children?” He perfuad- 
ed her to walk abroad with him, 
and feeing a little bird, faid to her, 
“Take notice how that bird fits 
and chirps, though we cannot 
tell whether it has been at break- 
faft; and if it has, it certainly 
knows not whither to go fera 
dinner. Therefore, be of good 
cheer, and do not diftruft the 
Providence of God. For, are 
we not better than many {par- 
rows ?” Before dinner-time they 
had plenty of provifion brought 
them. 

“Whilft Mr. Bilio 
Hatfield Peverel, he was feized 
with the gout, which took away 
the ufe of both his legs, and of 
ene arm, fo that he was fcarcely 
able to go with crutches. After 
he had been in this condition for 
fome time, being one day alone 
in his parlour, he telt his mind 
drawn to go to prayer, when, 
with fome difficulty, he crept up 


inta his chamber, and poured out 
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his foul before the Lord. Whilft 
he was praying, he found him- 
felf ftrengthened; and when he 
rofe from his knees, his pain was 
gone, and he walked as well as 
ever. He came to his wife with 
great joy, and told her of God’s 
goodneis to him ; but at firft fhe 
could hardly tell how to believe 
him.” 

In addition to the above re- 
markable cafe, I add one, to 
which I was an _ eye-witne(s, 
when ftationed at Birmingham. 
A poor man, who had been 
long afilicted with a grevious 
pain in his back and loins, and 
had been thereby prevented 
from following his occupation, 
and very much reduced in his 
temporal] circumftances, after 
having forfome time, tried the 
Faculty, and the power of med- 
icine tO moO purpose, was re- 
lieved in the following extraor- 
dinary way. —Attending at the 
Chapel, in Deritend, one Lord’s- 
Day, with his wife, to receive the 
facrament, whilft I was exhorting 
the people te have faith in the 
eficacy of the blood of Chrift to 
heal and cleanfe the foul, the 
thought powerfully occurred to 
his mind, that he, who could heal 
the foul, was as capable of heal- 
g the body, and, therefore, he 
would truft in him for that pur- © 
pofe. With thefe fentiments, and 
in this difpofition of mind, with 
eyes fuffufed with tears, and an 
heart lifted up to God in prayer, 
he drew near to the table of the 
Lord ; and while the cup of blef- 
fine was yet at his lips, his dif- 
eafe fled away, his body was re- 
ftored to perfect foundnefs, and 
he was enabled, the next dav, to 
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. / 
profecu'e his labour as ufual. I 
have (tated the cafe juft as it was, 
your readers may put what con- 
ftruction upon it they think prop- 
er. : 


Ww. J. Barxer. 
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 


MARTYR. 


Where the word Witnefs oc- 
curs, meaning a perfon, the Greek 
is martus, martur,which ismartyr in 
Englifh ; and it might properly 
be read martyr in general, the 
two words appear to be nearly 
fynonymous. It would be im- 
proper, however, toread it mar- 
tyr where God is fpoken of as 
martus. The diftinction of mar- 
tur from witnefs made in our 
tranflation where men die for 
the truth, is net made in the 
original. Every one who bears 
witnefs to the truth is there as re- 
ally martur a martyr, as he who 
dies for the truth.— Alum. 


<> 4 


Gen. xlix. 17. Dan fball be a 
ferpent by the wiuy ; an adder in the 
path, that biteth the bur fe-beels. 


THE ferpent here refered to 
is probably the ceraftes, or horn 
ed inake; it lies in wait for pas- 
fengers in the fand, or in the rut 
of the wheels on the highway. 
From its lurking place it treach- 
e:oufly bites the horfe-heels fothat 
the rider falls bakward, in con{e- 
quence of the animal’s hinder 
legs becoming almoft immediate- 
ly torpid through the activity of 
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the poifon. The Orientals call 
this ferpent the lier in ambufh. 
This ferpent is from thirteen 
to fourteen inches long, has two 
{mall excrefcences on the head, 
refembling barley-corns, and 
which the Greeks compared to 
horns. They are propely feelers, 
which project when the ferpent is 
covered in the fand; it moves 
thefe feelers ; the birds, who fan- 
cy them to be worms, fail upon 
them ; then the ceraftes; which is 
roufed by the flighteft touch ot 
its feelers, twines round the birds, 
and kills and devours them.— 
This is probably the fame fpecies 
of terpent which is called bafilik, 
that is, little king, becaufe what 
were by fome called horns, were 
compared With a royal crown or 
diadem, and of which it is faid 
it kills animals by the mere fight. 
“The ceraftes moves with 
great rapidity, and in all direc. 
uions, forward, backward, and 
fideways. When he inclines to fur- 
prife any one who is too far from 
him, he creeps with his fide to- 
wards the perfon, and his head 
averted, till, judging his diftanc:, 
he turns round, {prings upon him, 
anddfaftens upon the part next to 
him ; for what is faid is not true. 
that the ceraftes does not leap or 
fpring. I faw one of them at 
Cairo, in the houfe of Julian and 
Rofa, crawl up (Re fide of a box, 
in which there were many, and 
there lie fill, as if hidding him- 
felf, tlk one of the people who 
brought them to it, came near 
him, and though ina yery dis- 
advantageous polture, ftickinz a: 
it were perpendicularly to the 
fide of the box, he leaped near 
the diftance of three feet, and 













































Christian 





12 


fattened betwem the man’s fore 
finger and thumb, fo as to bring 


the blood.” —Burder. 


—<3D +o 
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Extract from Dr. Chalmers’ fer- 
mon on Chriftian Charity applied 
to the case of Rekgious Difir- 


ences.” 


Matt. vit. 3,4, 5—“And why 
Aeholdcft thou the mote that is in thy 
brother's eye, Se.’ 


“LET us, therefore, take a 
nearer look of Popery, and try to 
find out how much of Popery 
there is in the religion of Proteft- 
ants, 

Firft, then, itis faidof Papitts, 
that they ascribe an infallibility 
to the Pope, fe that, if he were 
to fay one thiag, and the Bible 
another, his authority would car- 
ry it over the authority of God. 
And, think you, my brethren, 
that there is no fuch Popery 
among you? Is there no taking 
of your religion upon truft from 
another, when you fhould draw 
it frefh and unfullied from the 
fountain-head of intpiration ? You 
all have, or you ought to have, 
Bibles ;—and how often, is it re- 
peated there, “Hearken dilligent- 
ly unto me’? Now, do you obey 
this requirement, by making the 
reading of your Bibles a diftinct 
and earneit exercife ? Do yowev- 
er dare to bring your favourite 
miniiter to the tribunal of the 
word, or would you tremble at 
the prefumption of fuch an at- 
tempt, fo that the hearing of the 
word carries a greater authority 
ever youc mind than the reading 
of the word? Now, this want of 


ders of inquiiition, in our own 
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daring, this trem bling at the very 
idea of a diffent from your min- 
ifter,this indolent acquiefcence in. 
his doctrine, is just calling anoth- 
er man master ;—it is putung 
the authority of man over the au- 
thority of God; itis throwing 
yourself into ‘a prostrate «ititude 
at the footftool of human infalli- 
bility ; it is not just kifling the 
toe of reverence, but itis the pro- 
founder degredation of the mind, 


-and of all its faculties: ard with- 


out the name of Popery—that 
name which lights up fo ready 
an antipathy in your bofoms, 
your foul may be infected with 
the fubftantial poifon, and yeur 
conf{cience be werghed down by 
the oppreflive fhackles, of Po- 
pery. And all this, in the noon 
day cffulgence of a Proteltant 
country, where the Bible, in your 
mother tongue, circulates among 
all your families—where it may 
be met with on every fhelf, and 
is ever foliciting you to look to 
the wisdom that is inscribed upon. 
us pages. O! how tenderly. 
fhould we deal with the preju- 
dices of a rude and uneducated 
people, who have no Bibles, and 
no art of reading among them, 
to unlock its treasures, when we 
think that, even in this our land, 
the voice of human authority 
carnes fo mighty an influence 
along with it, and: veneration for 
the word of God, is darkened 
and polluted by a blind venera- 
tion for its interpreters. 

We tremble to read of the ful- 
Moinations that have tied in oth- 
er days from a conclave of car- 
dinals. Have we no conclaves, 
and no fulminations, and no or- 
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country > Is there no profefling 
brother-hood, or no profefling 
fitter-hood, todeal their cenforious 
invectives around them, upon the 
members of an excommunicated 
world ? There is fucha thing as 
a religious public. There is a 
“little flock,”? on the one hand, 
and a * world lying in wicked. 
nefs,” on the other. But have 
a care, ye who think yourfelves 
of the favoured few, how you 
never tranfpre(s the mildnels, and 
charity, and unoftentatious vir- 
tues of the gofpel ; left you hold 
out a diftorted picture of chriit- 
ianity in your neighbourhood,and 
impofe that as religion on the 
fancy of the credulous, whieh 
ftands at as wide a diitance from 
the religion of the New Tefta- 
ment, as @o the fervices of an 
exploded fugeritition, or the 
mummeries of an antiquated rit- 
ual. 

But. again, it is faid of Papitts, 
that they hold the monftrous doc- 
trine of tranfubflantiation. But 
in the facraments of our country, 
is there no crucifying of the Lord 
afrefh? Is there uone of that 
which gives the doctrine of tran- 
fubitantiation all its malignant in- 
fluences on the hearts and lives 
of its profelytes? Is there no 
myfierious virtue annexed to the 
elements of this ordinance? ~In- 
ftead of being repaired to for 
the purpofe of recrui.ing our lan- 
guid affections to the Saviour, 
and ftreagthening our faith, and 
arming us with afirmer refolution 
and more vigorous purpofeof obe 
dience, does the confcience of no 
ecommunicant folace itfelfby the, 
mere performance of the outward. 
act, and fuffer him to go back 


Christian Herald. 





with a more repofing fecurity to 
the follies, and vices, and indul- 
gences of the world ? Then, my 
brethren, his erroneous views of 
the facrament may not be cloth- 
ed in a term io appalling to the 
Kearts and the feelings of Protef- 
tants as tranfubflantiation, but 
to it belongs all the immorality 
of trani{ubftantiation; amd the 
thorn mult ‘be pulled out of his 
eve, cre he can fee clearly to cat 
the mote out of his brother’s eye. 

But, thirdly, it is faid that Pa- 
pifts wortbip taints, and fall down 
to graven images. ‘This is very, 
very bad. “’Phou fhalt worfhip 
the Lord thy God, and him on- 
ly fhalt thou ferve.” But let us 
take ourjelves to tafk upon this 
charge alfa, Have we no con- 
fecrated names in the arnals of 
reformation—no worthies who 
hold too commanding a place in 
the remembrance and affection 
of Proteftants ? Are .here no de- 
parted theologians, whofe wotks 
hold too donuneering aa afcend- 
ency over the faith and practice 
of Chrifltans? Are there no Ja- 
borious compilations of other 
davs, which, inhead of interpre: 
ting the Bible, have given its 
truths a fhape, and a form, and 
an arrangement, that confer up- 
on them another impreflion, and 
impart to them another influence, 
from the pure and original rec- 
ord? We.may not bend the knee 
in any fenfible chamber of im- 
agery, at the remembrance of 
favourite faints. But do we not 
bend the sinderftanding before 
the volumes of favourite authors, 
and do an homage to thofe repre. 
fentations of the minds of the 
men of other days, which fhould 
i* 
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' be exelufively given to the rep- 


refentation of the mind of the 
Spirit, as put down in the book 
of the Spirit’s revelation? It ts 


‘right that each of us fhould give 


the contribution of his own tal- 
ents, and his own learning, to 
this moft interefting caufe; bat 
Jet the great drift of our argu- 


_ment be to prop the authority 


of the Bible, and to turn tle eye 
of earneftnefs upon its pages ; — 
for if any work, inftead of exal- 
ting the Bible, fhall be made, by 
the misjudging reverence of oth- 
ers, to {tand in its place, then we 
mtroduce a falfe worfhip into the 
beart of a reformed country, and 
Jay proftrate the confcience of 
men, under the yoke of a fpuri- 
ous authority. 


—<O eco 


From the Religious Remembrancer. 


Frxtract of a letter from T. £. 
Hughes, toa friend in this city, 
datedGreensfourg, Beaver Co. Pa. 
March 14, 1825. 


«It is now about twenty four 
years fince I firft fettled in this 
congregation. The country was 
then very new; it only began to 
be fettled about five yezrs before 
that time. The Lord apeared 
40 own my labors, the firft year 
of my miniftry, and we hada 
eonfortable ingathering to the 
church. And afterwards in the 


‘years 1804 and 1805 when there 


‘was a general revival throughout 
the country, we had a comforta- 
ble addition tothe church. The 
happy fruits of thefe bleffed re- 
vivals remain till this day. From 
that time, however, until about 


Vor. &. 


the firft of May lat we had noth. 
ing that we ¢ould call a revival. 

In the fall of the year I felt 2 
more than ufual concern for the 
falvation of thefe young people. 
In the meetings I held with them. 
I told them that although I was 
well futished with the attention 
they had paid to inftruction, and 
the refpect they. manifefted to 
myfelf, yet I could not live any 
longer contentedly, as we had 
lived, fo few of them manifeftin 
a fuitable concern for their falva- 
tion. At thefe meetings [ took 
occafion to inquice of each indi- 
vidual what their views and feel- 
ings were with regard to them. 
felves. I entered into this ine 
quiry with plainnefs and ferious- 
nefs ; and was encouraged in fo 
doing, by finding them much 
more ready to tell me what they 
thought of their cafe than I ey- 
pected; and the effect produc. 
ed by it was encouraging. 
From this time there appear- 
ed more feriousnefs among my 
people generally. 

In the winter following I join. 
ed with three of my brethren in 
the miniftry in travelling two and 
two in our refpeetive congrega- 
tions, I fpent nearly fix weeks in 
this way. I never fpent fo much 
time, more agreeably. We held 
meetings night and day. The at- 
tention of the people was much 
Rirred up. ‘hough I could not 
find among my people inflances 
of deep conviction; yet from the 
ore attention, and the tender 

eelings that were often manifes- 
ted, I hoped for good times, and 
I found the expectations of the 
pious among us, were much raif- 
ed. But the feelings excited at 
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that time appeared very much to 
fubfide in the {pring ; and a fpirit 
of levity appeared very much to 
prevail. At this time alfo, which 
was in the {pring of 1822a num- 
ber of meetings for fport were 
held by the young people in fome 
fections of the congregation, 
which appeared to have a bad ef- 
fect. My fpirit then funk very 
iow. 1 {poke againft their frol- 
ics, publicly and privately, but to 
appearance without effect. 

At this time I received a pref- 
fing, invitation to leave my peo- 
ple and goto another placet Al- 
though I had no inclination to 
leave my dear peopie, yet the 
manner in which the invitation 
was brought about, had fome ap- 
pearance of a call from God.— 
When the cafe was ftated to the 
congregation, they were much 
moved. At one meeting I ftat- 
ed to the youth that I was likely 
to be removed from them, and 
they would then get leave to frol- 
ick it out: T-would trouble them 
nomore. ‘his dentence, and this 
providence in general, by the 
blefling of God was made ufe of 
for their conviction. A number 
told us afterwards, they never had 
reft another hour. This was 
about the firft of May laf. As 
foon as it was afcertained that a 
number wese under conviction, 
we appointed an anxious meet- 
ing. ‘Though not many attend. 
ed, yet the appointment we think 
had a good effect on fome that 
did not attend. Some of thofe 
who attended were in great dis- 
trefs. ‘The fins of their hearts 


were finking them to hell. They 
faid they mutt foon die, if they 
did not get an intereft in Chrift. 
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The frft Sabbath in June, we 
had our communion. Some of 
the moft diftrefsed anes among 
us, had obtained relief. Twelve 
were then added to the Church. 
The feafon was unuifually folemn. 

We held meetings on the Mon- 
day following, as is our cultom 
in the country. A number more 
were then awakened. We ap- 
pointed a meeting for the awak- 
ened on the next Thurfday, at 
my houle, and thirty attended. 
From this time the work appear- 
ed gradually to increafe. Pray- 
ing focieties were fet up and were 
well attended, even in the weeks 
of harveft. 

On the third Sabbath in Au- 
guit the Lord’s Supper was again 
adminiftered. The feafen was 
very folemn. Expecting a large 
number to apply, we called a 
meeting of the congregation, and 
{pent a day in prayer with refer 
ence to that important tranfac. 
tron of receiving imto or joining 
the church. Ninety made ap» 
plication, and three days were 
{pent in converfing with 
them. Sixty were admitted. 
The affembly on the occafion was 
very large, and the ordinance wae 
adminiftered in the woods. A 
ftill folemnity prevailed through 
the whole feafon. But nothing 
very remarkable appeared until 
Monday. From the beginning of 
the exerciles of this day a deep 
folemnity was manifelt: through- 
out the whole affembly. When 
a fermon and an exhortation, with 
the ufual exercifes were over, the 
congregation was -difmifled.— 
But very few went away. Now 
we witnefled the moft folemn 
Scene Leverbeheld. Not of out- 
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cry, or bodily agitation: all was 
(Lill and folemn as the hon of 
death. Then you might have 
feen 20 or 30 little groups of 
voung people bowing their heads 
together, faying what fhall we do 
to be faved? Some begging the 
prayers of the’r friends ; others 
exhorting and warning the more 
carelefs of their danger. But 
all with a low tone of voice.— 
About two hours were fpent in 
this way, when we head another 
public exhortation and prayer, 
and the affembly was again dif- 
miffed. I appointed the next 
Vhursday at mg houfe an anx- 
:Ous meeting. At an early hour 
my houw was filled 
tended this day, in diftrefs about 
the great concern, Some of the 
, elders of the church fpent the day 
oe converfing, praying and fing. 
wig with the company thit attend. 
ed; while-l ia a private room 
eonverfe,| wih ttle companies 
of from four to ijx that came to 
mo. O! my God! what days of 
anxiety and diftrefs were thefe! 
About this time the concern 
was about its heighwyand was gen- 
eral throughout the different parts 
of the congregation. Praying 
focieties were now fet up, which 
continue to meet once a week in 
eight different places in the con- 
grezation ; and are generally weil 
attended The lively fee'img has 
much fubided, yet we have ev- 
idences that the Lord has not for- 
aken us. 

In the month of November the 

§ ord’s Supper was again admin- 
tered and 36 were added. _ And 


again ta February laf, when 12 
‘| 4. tad. Th: =e hnie 71m 


Sixty at- 
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ber that have joined the. church 
in this congregation, fince this 
bleffed work began, in. May. lait, 
is 120: and bleifed be God, they 
are generally afferding us good 
evidence, by their walk and con- 


verfation that they are born of 


Ged. Truly the Lord/hath dore 
great things for us,.and to his 
name be all the glory. 

Eut, dear fir, while I inform 
you of Ged’s mercy to our ccn- 
greeation kmutt not omit inf.rm- 
ing you that he has alfo paida 
mercitul vifit to our family.— 
We have ten childrca, befides an 

orphan girl which we have raked. 
The £ irl, togethes with the five 
olde of aur own children, have 

obtained a hope that thpy have 
pafied from death unto life, and 
foined the church laf fummer. 
But fir, 1 can never deferibe io 


you the hours of diftrefs and.anx. 


iety we had when they were. un- 
der conviction. The three old- 
eit.cf,onr children are boys, the 
two next girls, The time of 
their greateit diftreis was in the 
weeks of harvelt. They geney- 
ally attended to their ordinary 
buiinefs through the day. Bur 
when night eame, their dilircfs 
came. Some of .my boys for 
nights together, never took off 
their clothes. We often, when 
in bed, heard their cries, either in 
fome room or corner of.the houie, 
er along the fences, crying for 
mercy! At that time I. could 
cheerfully have went on my 
knees to chriilian friends, if by 
that means. I could engage 
their prayers .in behalf of my 
children or my diftrefled people. 
Rut the Lerd had mercy on us. 
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For the Chrifllian ieraid. 


Extract of a letter from Elder 
John Boothby, to the editor, da- 
ted Saco, April 27 1823 


THERE is 2 good reviva! of 
the work of God, in Kennebunk 
Port. Thirteen, have of late 
been hopefully converted, and 
the werk ftill continues, It ts 
principally among the Prefbyteri- 
ans. I have vifited them fever- 
al times of late and had folemn 
feafons. 


FAITHFULNESS. 


Anecdote of Foha a Marquesas 
native. 


JOHN,who hasrefided for fome 
time paft in the town of Coveh- 
try, Con. and where he has re- 
cently become hopefully. pious, a 
few weeks fince viftited the ad- 
joining town of M. and frent one 
week withthe Mr. A. The day 
after he came to M. he enquired 
of Mr. A. where he might go 
and talk to finners.—Mr. A. di- 
rected him toa refpectable church 
member, to converfe with his 
children, more particularly with 
a daughter. John fet out on his 
domeftic miffion ; but on his way 
thither while pafling by a barn, 
he was addreffed by a man, who 
was threfhing grain, in the follow. 
ing ftrain, « Boy, boy,’ faid the 
man, not knowing who he was. 
‘come in here and threfh.”?— 
John ftopped in the road and faid 
in broken Englifh, “me dont 
know about threfh.” « O come 
m”’ faid the man. “T will give 
you fome rum,.”—So John went 


Chr iftian 





Heraid. ze 


in, and faid to the man. ‘* me 
dont know about threfh, threth, 
all ey time; me rather think 
about ey Saviour of finners.— 
Man, you love ey Lord Jefus 
Chrift ? yon love te go meetin; 
you love te pray; you love to 
think abont heaven?’ As foon 
as the man, (who feldom attend 
public worfip.) faw what Joha 
was; he hung his head, and went 
tothrefhing. But ftill John con- 
tinned converfing, until the man 
took for the ladder and afcended 
the mow, John ftared at hima 
moment: then left him to driw 
hts own inferences—and proceed- 
ed to the above-mentioned ; lace 
{pent the afterneon—convericd 
fome about the religion and cui- 


toms of his country, and retired 


to reit. The next morning after 
taking breakfalt, he watched 
his oppertunity to converse with 
the before mentioned daugh- 
ter; and commenced in the 
following fympathetic frain; 
“‘ Mifla E. me go bed laft night, 
me no fleep none all night ; me 
think about your poor fowl; me 
fraid you no leve the Lord Jefus 
Chrift ; me fraid you go down to 
hell and be loft ; me pray for you, 
me pray all night for your poor 
foul; wont you come te Chrift 
and love him?’ Touched by 
this fympathetic ftrain, which 
flowed from the lips of this heath- 
en, fhe could no longer refrain 
from weeping,—wept like a child 
who had loft its parent. 


— +o 


7 


Without conftancy,-there is 
neither love, friendihip,nor virtue 
in the, world. , 
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Fut the Cilirifian ffferatd, 


Extract of a letter from Elder Jere 
emiah Gates, to the Editor dated 


Stafford, Mlarch 13, 1823. 


HAVING received much in- 
formation through the medium 
of the Herald, which has been 
like cold water to a thirfty foul, 
I fhould therefore like to refreth 
my brethren in the fame way, 
as [ have fome good news to 
wrre of the work of the Lord 
in thefe regions. I began to 
hold meetings in the town of Bur- 
gin, the firft of November laf, 
at the houfe of brother Daniel 
Dilanow’s, who had long been 
praying for the work of God in 
that place. Our firft meeting 
was on Saturday evening,a few 
mnconverted came in to fee the 
ftranger. I endeavored to dif- 
charge my duty and at the clofe 
of the meeting they almoft all 
acknowledged that they wanted 
religion. The next day there 
was about one hundred came out 
to hear and I felt an uncommon 
folemnity on my mind; before 
the meeting clofed the folemn 
power of God was manifeftly felt. 
At the clofe of the meeting one 
rofe up to be prayed for, others 
acknowledged afterwards, that 
it was their defire, but had not 
ftrength to rife. On the fame 
evening we hada meeting, and 
there was eight come forward 
and acknowledged, their undone 
fituation and their want of reli- 
gion, and kneeled down to be 
prayed for. Thus I began to 
diicover the work of God among 
the people and my cry was, Lord 
eairy it on to perfection. : 

J then saeturned homie, ‘aad 
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went again, the next Saturday, 
having brother Allen Crocker 
with me; we attended a number 
of meetings together, and_the 
Lord began to work wonders, fin- 
ners were pricked in the heart 
and fome backfliders returned. 
When this was noifed abroad 
people began to flock together 
from almoft every direction, Prei- 
byterians, Baptifts and Methoditts 
all acknowledged the great power 
of God, and the preaching they 
heard to be that gofpel that come 
not in word only but in power, 
in the Holy Ghoft and much af 
furance. Brother Crocker return. 
ed home and I was left alone 
without any other preaher, for 
about four weeks, preaching al- 
mott every day, going from houfe 


to houfe, praying and exhorting . 


the people, while new foldiers 
daily, filled the heavenly ranks. 
Univerfalifm and Deifm began 
to totter and fhake and many of 
thofe, long worn veterans in the 
fervice of the devil, defpifing 
the Son of God, were now brought 
tobow to the mild fepter of Chrift. 

One thing very remarkable in 
the reformation is, it began 
amongtt the heads of families and 
fo continued like a fweeping :ain 
leaving fcarcely a fingle houfe for 
miles in length ; thus the high 
and low the rich and the poor, 
were brought to bow together at 
the feet of Chrift and acknowl- 
édge’him to the glory of God 
the Father. For about fix weeks 
there was not a dog that moved 
his tongue, no one {poke again 
the reformation but all acknowl. 
edged the great power of Cod, 
But alas! the {cene was chance cd, 
the preacher when he faw that 
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he conld not get fo much asa 
leg or a peace of an ear, come for- 
ward at a meeting I appointed 
for baptifm, and publicly oppof- 
ed, faying, he had no fellowthip 
for me; yet, before this, he ac- 
knowledged that I preached the 
gofpel. I therefore publicly 
withftood him to the face ; after 
afhort conteft three came forward 
with boldnefs, and told theiffex- 
perience ; we then repaired to the 
water, and I baptifed them. It 
was afolemn, convincing time of 
the propriety of the ordinance,per- 
formed by immerfion which ma- 
ny then prefent never faw before. 

Thus the Lord gave victory 
on Zion’s fide that day,but a flood 
of oppofition followed, both in 
public and private. Andas my la- 
bours were conitant, almof night 
and day, my bodily ftrength be- 
gan to fail, and [ was unable to 
preach. However, brother Crock- 
er come to my relief, and in two 
weeks from that day met a large 
aflembly, where brother Crocker 
founded out the word of the Lord. 
We then went to the water where 
he baptized four happy converts 
and it was a refrefhing time from 
the prefence of the Lord. From 
this time many began to enquire 
Lord what wilt thou have me to 
do. My health again returned 
in fome meafure, and I met a 
large affembly on the firft day of 
the week, after meeting we went 
about two miles to the water of 
black Creek, in the wildernefs 
where they had cut a hole in the 
ice, where I baptized eleven more; 
this was the moft folemn weep- 
ing time that I ever faw at the 
water; and I can truly fay:that 
this was one of the happieft days 
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my foul ever experienced; I could 
in the language of the poet fay, 

My willing foul woid flay 

In fuch a frame as this, 

And fet and fing her'eif away 

‘fo @verlating bits. 

The next firft day we met again 
and people came from every di- 
rection, fo that no boufe would 
half hold them. I ftood in the en- 
try of a large fchool houfe, and 
preached to them while two thirds 
of them were without the doors, 
It was thought by many that 
there was between fix and feven 
hundred prefent. 

After meeting we went to the 
water I baptized eleven more, 
while folemnity was on the coun- 
tenance of the gainfaying mul- 
titude, that lined the banks of the 
ftream. 

] am not able to fate the exact 
number of thofe that we truft 
and hope, have experienced re- 
ligion;the lait number afcertained 
was fifty eight, the work was then 
going om and it has fpread into 
the adjacent towns of Biron and 
Riga, and my foul’s defire is, thar 
it may run thcough every town 
and iweep away the refuges of 
lies, that people may lay hold on 
eternal life. On the fifteenth of 
February we organized a church 
there to the great greif of many 
fectarians. _May the Lord God 
water the furrows of their plan- 
tation, increafe their graces, and 
add to there numbers daily. 


--—e- 


The time present is the only 
time we have to repent in, to servé 
God, to do good to men, to im- 
prove our knowledge, to ézercise 


our graces, and to prepare for a 


blessed immortality. 
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EDITORIAL REMARKS. 


THE Editor of the Cartstian Heratp, would acknowledge 
his obligations to his patrons for their attention and support ; 
and as the present number commences a new Volume, it is 
hoped we shall be able in this volume to present new causes 
of joy to those who wish for the presperity of Zion. 

hat principles, which accord with the scriptures, should 
be inculcated and diffused abroad, is most desirable, whether 
in the immediate vicinity of our oWm acquaintance, oyr own 
or foreign countries ; but principles repugnant to that criteri- 
on, whether diffused at home or abroad, should be viewed 
with scrupulous cencern. 

We are not among the number who would lavishingly be- 
stow approbation on every movement and enterprise which 
would seem to have for its aim the promotion of the cause of 
religion ; neither would we wish to sensure every one who 
differ in some particulars, in their views. We are far from 
thinking it necessary to salvation, that our views should all 
he precisely the same, or that we should subscribe to any set 
of articles, of human invention, however orthodox ; but a new 
heart—an implicit reliance on God’s word, with a firm desire 

to do his will, seems to be the general pre-requisite to a well 
grounded hope. If these are lacking we are but blind, know- 
ing nothing as we ought to know, even with the best specula- 
tive opinions about religion. The opinion of the apostle is to 
this effect when he says “ Though I have the gift of prophecy 
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though 
I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have 
not charity, am nothing. And though I bestew all my goods 
to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 

. How much need there is of that wisdom that comes from 
above while we realise that the wisdom of the world is but 
foolishness with God. At one time the wisdom of the world 
appears as a champion for antichristian papacy, inlisting in its 
cause, the strong arm of civil authority ; at another time it en- 
gages on the opposite side ;—at one time dealing death and 
destruction to the friends of christianity, at another time dealing 
the same to the enemies of christianity ;—at one time endeay- 
oring to make enemies and traitors to the cause, and at another 
time making pharisees and hypocrites. But true religion 
never flourishes better than when upshackled by human laws, 
and human inventions, 
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If we should devote a corner in each of our numbers, to de- 
tail a narrative of facts as they transpire in Christendom, and 
then read it to the “ Heathen,” what would be their retort ?— 
What is the great contention, that is so calculated to harrass 
and perplex the enquiring mind after truth? Is it a conten- 
tion against sin ? Js it to bring every rival passion of the heart 
into subjection to Christ? Is it a contention of heavenly 
strife to save souls? Is it not rather a contention for names, 
sects, parties and distinctions, which serve to divide and sepa- 
rate those whom Christ hath joined in one sovt. Is it not con- 
tending for creeds and opinions of which the scripture is silent, 
till the enquiring mind, deluged in inconsistency, flees to.open 
epposition as a subterfuge, and stifles his convictions and in- 
guiries, by denouncing the whole system of religion. If tlfe 
great professers in christendom are to be a moddle for those 
who visit foreign countries, what can be effected? Give the 
natives the bible, and they will teach great professors theirs 
duty. Bude 

We are always pleased to record the accounts of revivals of 
religion, but we have endeavored to divest such accounts of 
the colouring or dress in which some of them have. appeared 
in other publications, where the work has been attributed to 
the préaching of some favorite opinion ! this we think is ver 
unjust. For instance, some accounts have been published, 
which attribute the progress of the work to the preacher’s in- 
sisting on the doctrine of election, &c. The reason that this is 
thought to be unjust, is, because those who deny the doctrine 
of election, &c. as it is held by such, and insist on a docirine 
to the reverse, might with the same propriety assert that the 
progress of the work under their knprovement was in conse- 
quence of their insisting on their opinion ; while the fact is, 
if the work be genuine, it is carried on by the power of God, 
through faith, which fs unto salvation. 

We will now give the following account of a glorious re- 
vival, short and powerful, as a specimen cf a genuine work, 
and a simple and just description of it. | 

The preacher began his discourse by telling his hearers, 
that he perceived that God was no. respecter of persons, but in 
every nation he that feared God and wrought righteousness 
was accepted with him, and then went on to speak of the word 
which God sent preaching peace by Jesus Christ, and how 
God anointed Jesus with the holy ghost and with power, and 
that he went about deing good, and that the wicked Jews slew 
him and hanged him on a tree, but that God raised him up and 
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shewed him openly, not to all the people, but to witnesses 
chosen of God, and that he ate and drank with these witnesses 
alter he rose from the dead, and this preaeher declared that 
he was one of these witnesses ; (it was Peter, and the meeting » 
was at Cornelius’ house.) (<7 He now goes on tostate, wha 

the Lord*commanded them to preach. “ And he commanded 
us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which 
was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead ; to 
him give all the prophets witness taat through his name whoso- 
ever believeth in him, shall receive remission of sins.”* While 
Peter yet spake, the Holy Ghost fell on them that heard the 
word. , 

Here was nothing that was ambiguous or hard to be under- 
stood, but the preaching seems to be plain matters of fact, ra- 
tional and capable of being understood by a child. The effeci 
ef such preaching was glorious ; And it remains to be giori- 
ous at the present day, wherever the gospel is preached in its 
simplicity. 

The means of promoting the gospel in the world, never can 
‘be more efficient than in the first age of christianity. It was 
then that every christian was a minister, and improved accord- 
ing to the gift that was bestowed upon them; for when they 
were converted by thousands, they went every where preach- 
ing the word. So mightily grew the word of the Lord. 

Although we would not wish to set upon the judgment seat, 
and condemn as many dao, yet we may be permitted to correct 
an error—to shew an opinion—or to vindicate a truth, without 
being thought to detract from our purpose, or to turn aside 
from our course. 


#Acts x. 42) 43. 
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For the Chriftian Herald. 
* He thai trusteth his own heart, ts a foal.” 


TYIUS said the wise man, and thus will every one find 
cause to say by experience, who allows himself in any sinful 
gratification, under the false idea that he can put a stop to it, 
at will and pleasure. For if we indulge ourselves in any, sin- 
ful gratification. For instance, say, giving loose to onr tongue, 
not keeping it under, as with bit and bridle, it will take the ad- 
Vantage of ua, and in an unguarded moment will draw us into 
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many hurtful places, from which 
i will be hard extricating our- 
felves. And in our hafte may 
fay much to repent of at our lea- 
fure. Therefore we fee the ne- 
ceflity of holding fuch a due 
government over own hearts, 
that at all times we may find it 
eafy to govern them. S. 
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CHRISTIAN FORBEARANCE. 


Forsgarance is a great part 
of love. (Eph. iv. 2%) In a 
Chriftian Church,efpecially where 
it is of confiderable magnitude, 
we muft expect to find a very 
great diverfity of character.— 
There are all the gradations of 


intellect, and all the varieties of P0° 


temper. In fuch cafes great for- 
bearance is abfolutely effential to 
the prefervation of harmony and 
peace. The frong muit bear 
with the infirmities of the weak. 
Chriftians of great attainments 
in knowledge fhould not in their 
hearts defpife, nor in their con- 
duct ridicule, the feeble concep- 
tions of thofe who are babes in 
Chrift: but moft meekly correct 
their errors and moft kindly in- 
Rruet their ignorance. This is 
leve.—In very many perfons 
there will unhappily be found 
fome things, which, elthough they 
by: no means affect the reality 
and fincerity of their religion, 
confiderably dimtifh its luftre, 
and have a tendency, without 
the caution of love, to diflurb 
our communion with them.— 
Some have a forward and ob- 
firufive manner, others are talk- 
alive, others indulge a complaine 
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ing, whining, begging difpofi- 
tion; others are abrupt almoft 
to rudeness in theix addrefg ; thefe 
and many more are the {pots of 
God’s children, with which we 
are fometimes fo much difpleat- 
ed, as to feel an alienation of 
heart from the fubject of them, 
although we have no doubt of 
their real piety. Now here is 
room for the exercife of love,— 
Thefe are the cafes in which we 
are te employ that charity which 
covereth all things. Are we to 
love only amiable Chriltians ? 
Perhaps after all, in the fubftan- 
tial parts of re igion, thefe rough 
characters far excel others, whom 
courtefy and amiablenefs have 
carried to the higheft degree of 
lith. Ido not fay we are to 
love thefe individuals for their 
peculiarities, but in {pite of them. 
Not on their own account, but for 
Chrift’s fake,. to whom they be- 
long. And what can be a great- 
er proof of our affection for him, 
than to love an unlovely individ- 
ual on his account ?’—[ James 
Guide. 


OPERA, WE s08e.— 








THE Egyptian princes were 
used to wear a_ golden chain, be- 
set with precious stones, which 
they stiled truth ; inttmating that 
to be the most illustrious orna- 
ment. 


Solid love, whofe root is virtue 
can no more die than virtue itfelf. 


He that loveson account ot 
virtue. can never be weary; be. 
cause there are ever freth charms 
to attract him, and entertain him. 
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SUMMARY. 


Counsellor Lillienstern, of 
Frankfort on the Maine, has pub- 
lished a; singular work, in which 
he attempts to prove argumenta- 
tively and methodically, that the 
predictions respecting Anti Christ 
are now ontheeve of being accem- 
plished. Anti Christ, he asserts 
willappear in 1823; his arrival 
wil] be succeded by ten years of 
religious wars ; aiter which the 
Millennium, as he affures us, will 
commence in 1836. . 

The Clergy of Rome confifts 
of nineteert Cardinals, twenty- 
feven Bifhops, 1,450 Priefts, and 
1,532 Monks. The population 
of Rome, with the exception of 
Jews, confifted in 1821 of 141, 
000 fouls. 

The Madifon (Indiana) Re- 
publican, gives the followIng in- 


ftance of Remarkable Candour, © 


in the following notice. 

To tHe Pyszric.—lIn the pref- 
ence of All-wife God my Crea. 
tor, I declare that I have neither 
hatred nor ill will againft any 
man living ; but have an averfion 
to certain 2¢ts amd practices, and 
yet am myfelf expofed to fome 
of thofe failings, and have tried 
by all the refolution I am capable 
of, to rid mifelf of one particu- 
Jar one, and find it unavailing ; 
and being yet defirous to be freed 
from it, I folicit the aid of my 
friends by prayer to God for 
me that 1 may be delivered from 
intoxication by liquor, which ap. 
pears to be entailed on me‘great- 
ly to my injury, and averfe to my 
intention however ftrange it may 
appear ‘There is evidently a dif- 
ference in the nature of men, and 
as | am difpofed to be friendly, 
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Iam by this means eaufed.to 
drmk, and when I have once taft- 
ed, I covet more, as much asa 


man would the fire when expo& | 


ed to the fevereft weather fn win- 
ter, till I entirely lofe my reafon, 
and am driven-about like a fala- 
mander, by the fpirit of liquor 
within me; and it-is my earneit 
wifh that whenever any civil offi- 
cer, or friend of mine fhall here- 
after fee me in that way, that 
they would have me confined 
either in the common jail, or in 
fome room or place, till my rea- 
fon returns again; as it may be 
fome guard for me again{t touch- 
ing the ftuff. I do not think that 
an act by our legfliature to that 
effect would be a bad one in gen- 
eral, as others might be benefit- 
ed by it. JOHN THOMAS. 

Dec. 14, 1822. 

Presipent Adams clofes a 
Letter to Dr. Bancroft of Wor- 
cefter of Jan. 24 1823. Thus 
one of the zealous mendicants 
for contributions to the funds of 
the Miffionary Societies, called 
on a gentleman in Haverhill, and 
requefted his charity.—The gen- 
tleman declined fubfcribing, but 
added, that there are in and about 
the townof. ynine Clergymen, 
minifters of nine Congregations, 
not one of whom lives on terms 
of civility with any other, will ad- 
mit none others into his pulpit, 
nor be permitted to go into the 
pulpit of any other. Now if you 
will raise a fund to fend miffion- 
aries to——, to convert thefe nine 
Clergymen to Chriftianity, I will 
contribute as much as any man. 

in a periodical work printed 
at Newburgh (N. Y.) the Baptift 
congregations in the United 
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no. J. 


States are ftated at 8,200; fettled 
minifters at 3000; members at 
400,000. Methodift congrega- 
tions, eftimated at 1,75; travel- 
ling preachers, 977; members 
281,146. 

A body of Methodifts, in Ken- 
tucky,have lately feparated them- 
felves from the Epifcopal Meth- 
odifts, and inftituyed a mode of 
church government, for their 
own, which nearly refembles that 
of the Presbyterians. 
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Eneouragement to Preachers. 


A minifter of the Gofpel, be- 
tween thirty and forty years ago, 
was called to the important work 
of preaching to his fellow-finners 
the unfearchable riches of Chrift; 
but being extremely diffident of 
his abilities, and having preached 
for feveral years, feemingly to 
little purpofe, he came fo a res- 
olution to preach no more.— 
Happening to be much ftraitened 
in his fermon on the Lord’sday 
afterngon, and drinking tea af- 
terwards with ifome_ Chriitian 
friends, he fignitied his intentson 
to them, and declared that he 
could not preach even that fame 
evening. ‘They reprefented the 
difappointment it muft be toa 
large congregation, who were 
affembfing together, as no other 
minifler could poflibly be procur- 
ed then to fupply his place, and 
therefore they begged he would. 
try once more. He replied, that 
it Was in vain to argue with him, 
for he was quite determined not 
to preachany more. Juftat that 
inftant a perfon kaocked’ at the 
door, and, being admitted, prev- 
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ed to be a good old experienced 
Chriftian, who lived ata confid- 
erable diftance, and as {he deciar- 
ed, fhe came on purpoie to defire 
Mr. to preach that evening 
from a particular paffage of Scrip- 
ture. She fard fhe could not ac- 
count for it, but fhe could not be 
happy without coming fiom 
home to detfire it might be preah- 
ed from, that evening. Being 
afked what the text was, fhe faid 
fhe could net tefl where it was, 
but the words were thefe: “‘ Then 
I faid, I will fpeak no more in his 
namé, but his word was a fire fhut 
up in my bones, and I was wea- 
ty with forbearing, and I could 
not ftay.”?. This extraordinary 
circumftanee fo ftruck the mints- 
ter, that he fubmitted to preach 
from thefe words that evening. 
He experienced much hberty, and 
continued to preach thencefor- 
ward, with wonderful fuccefs and 
comfort. 

N. B. The good woman of- 
ten protefted afterwards, that fhe 
knew nothing of the minifter’s tn- 
tention, or the debate about his 
preaching. — MM. Mag. W. 





+o 


Impertinent Salutation of Travellers. 


“ THE Arabs of Yemen, and 
efpecially the Highlanders, often 
itop ftrangers to afk, Whence they | 
came ? and Wither they are going ? 
Thefe queftions are fuggeited 
merely by curiofily ; and it would be 
indiicreet, therefore, to refufe to 
an{wer.” Nie. Trav. 

Does not. the above extract 
fuggelt the true import of that 
injunction of our Lord, which 
has feemed :o fome, to favour 
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shat rudenefs ot behaviour, which 
is inconfiftent with the precepts 
and f{pirit of the gofpel? The 
paflage I mean is in Luke x. 4; 
Salute no man by the way. Now 
may not this direction of our 
_Lord to the Seventy, have fome 
reference. to fuch a cuftom as 
this which exifted among the 
Arabs of Yemen? “Do not 
ftop any man, to afk him whence 
he comes, and whither he ts go- 
ing? Do not loiter and chat with 
any, whom you may accidentah 
ly meet on your journey ; do not 
ftop ftrangers to receive informa- 
tion of no confequence, from 
them, but rather make all prop- 
ex {peed to the towns wither I 
have fent you, and there deliver 
your meffage.” Seen in this light, 
there is no breachof decorum, 
of fitendthip, or of good manners, 
implied in this command; but, 
on the contrary, it is merely a 
prehibition of impertinence, and 
of what under the exifting cir- 
cumitances, would have been in- 
jurious to matters of real impor- 
tance. WwW. 
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ANECDOTES. 


Mr. 


THE Archbifhop of Canterbu- 
ry,in the year, (675, happening 
to be in company with Mr, Better- 
ton, a celebrated player of that 
period, faid, “ pray inform me, 
M-. Betterton, what is the reafon 
that you actors on the ftage, can 
affect your audience, though you 
ipeak only of imaginary things, 
whilit our congregations ean hear 
us {peak from the pulpit of rea/ 
as if they were imaginary ?? Why 


BetrertTon. 
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my lord, faid Betterton, the rea- 
fon is very obvious. We actors 
on the ftage, fpeak of imaginary 
things asif they were rea/. But 
you, inthe pulpit, fpeak of rea/ 
things as if they were imaginary, 





A Lapy, who had been long 
in the fafhionable world, by hear- 
ing Mr. Whitefield preach, be- 
came a very conftant attender, 
and appeared under deep convic- 
tion of fin, and great concern 
about the falvation of her foul. 
She afked him as to the proprie- 
ty of her attending public places 
of amufement, card parties, &c. 
His anfwer was, “ Madam, get 
coaverted, and then atk /uch fil 


tions.’’ 





A Preacnwer at a certain time 
was afked why he did not preach 
on the political fentiments of the 


. time, as all the relt of his breth- 


ren did? He anfwered, that if 
al! the reft of che brethren preack- 
en on #ime, then furely one poor 


brother might preach on eternity. 
W. 





“A venerable and distinguith- 
ed Christian pronounced the 
greatelt here/y to be a wicked life. 
Devoutly is :t wished that those 
who are clamorous about specul- 
tive tenets, would level their ar- 
tillery more again(ft the violation 
of the preceptive part of our re- 
ligion.” 





OUR good qualities often ex- 
pofe us to more hatred and per- 
fecution, than all the ill we do. 
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AGRICULTURAL HYMN.: 


Great God of Eden? "twas thy hand 
That firh clad earth in bioormn, 

And thed upon the fmiling land 
Nature's firtt rich perfume ; 

Freth at thy glance the flowers {prang, 
Kifs’d by the fons firit rays— 

While plain and hill, ond vally rang 
With life, and joy, aud praile. 





God of the C.ouds ! thy hands can open 
The fountains of the tky, 

And on the expectant thirfty crop 
Pour down the rich fupp'y ; 

The Farmer, when the seed is o'er 
Joys in tMe mercies given— 

Fhinks on thy promis d harveft’s Rore, 
And fimiling, looks to Heaven. 


God of the Sheaf! to thee alone 
Are due our thanks and Praif, 

When Harveit’s grateful tabour’s done, 
On Plemy glad we gaze ; 

Then thal our thoughts on Heav'n reft 
Thy grace we will adore, 

Andthank that Ged, whofe mercy ble 
Vur baikct and eur ferc, 


-o+co- 


. 


For the Chrifian Hewald 


‘*thave no greater joy than to hear that 


my children walk in the truth,” 


* "Truth gives our way and lights our path 
And leads us on to peace ; 

Ic Mhiclds our minds from every fear, 
And faves our fouls from death. 


it brings to God our foul, to feed 
With his erernal love, 

Shews ail the tempters dark defigns, 
Reveals the aid we need. 


Tis life divine to know the truth, 
It fets the captive free, 

Makes darknefs flee from all the path 
And age, acw youth to fee. 


The way the truth the life, for men, 
Bett gift to mortals known ; 

Lord keep us in this chofen way 
Foreycrmore Amen = 
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Communicated for the Chritian Herald, 
PROSVECTIVE, 


Sweet rivers of receming love 
Lies jut before mine eyes, 

Had | the pinions of a dove 
id to thole rivtrs fly ; 

Vd rife fuperior to my pain, 
‘With joy out fhip the wind, 

id pafs old Jordans flormy mais 
And leave this world behind. 


While Im in prifen here below, ® 
In anguifh pain and (mart, 

Sorrow and trouble I forego, 
While love iaflames my heart ; 

In darkeft thacows of tite night 
Faith mourtts the upper ‘fky, 

I there beho'd my hearts delight 
and will not fear to dic. 


I view the monfter death and five, 
Now he has loft his fting, 
Though fatan rages all the white, 
{ Rill in triumph fing ; 
I hold my Savieur in my arms 
And wil! not let him go, 
I'me fo delighted with his charms, 
No other good §f know, 


O comc my Jefus, come awy, 
And hear m:cothe tky, 
Nor let thy Chariot wheels delay, 
Make hafte and bring them nigh ; 
Lleng thy glorious face to fee, 
And in thine image thine, 
To triumph in redeeming grace, 
And be forever thine, 


Then IT will tune my harp of Goid 
To my Sterna! King, 

Through ages that can ne’er be told, 
I’ make thy praifes ring ; 

* Pll join the glorified saints 
**In heaven my long fought ref, 

** That only biils for which I pant, 
** In the Redeemer’s breaft.’” 

‘Ten thoufand thoufand join in one 
To praife the eternal God, 

Proftrated fall before his throne, 
Sweetly with one accord ; 

They rife and tune their harps of gel!, 
And fweep th’ immortal lyre, 

Through ages that can ne’er be told, 
Shall raife thy praifes higher, 
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Sunday 18th. where Elder 


ORDINATION. 


Norm a ee a a ” 


Wa. S. E. Warp. 

, ON the fixteenth of February 
at Burgin, Wm. S. E. Ward was 
fet apart to the work of the min. 
iftry by fafting prayer and lay- 
ing on of hands of the following 
Elders, Robinfon Smith, John 
Daniels, Jeremiah Gates, Allen 
Crocker. : 








General Meetings. 


en 


Fairfax, Me. 

THE next Maine General Meet. 
ing, is appointed to be held’at 
Fairfax, on the 3d Saturday of 
June next. 

Gilford, N. A. 

THE next New-Hampshire 
General Meeting and Conference, is 
appointed to be holden on Wed- 
neiday and Thurfday, the 18th 
and 19th of June next, in Gil. 
ford, N. H. 


3 7°A general attendance is 
earneftly requetted. 
Loudon, N. H. 

A General Meeting is appointed 
to be holden in Loudon, on the 
Ridge, (fo called) at the Chrif- 
tian»-Meeting-heufe, on Saturday 
and Sunday the 2I1{{ and 92d 
days of June next. It is wifhed 
that the Elders and brethren in 
general would attend. 

APPOLN TMENTS. 

Elder Joun Boornsy of Saco, 
Me. will preach on Sunday, May 
11, at Providence, R. I. at Elder 
Tatem’s Meeting-houfe. 

Tuefday May 13th At Hamp- 
ton, Conn. at the Burnham Meet- 
ing houfe. - 

Wednesday 14th. At Weftford. 

Thursday 15th. At Windham 
near Elder Sharps. 
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fharp will appoint. 

Wednesday 21 ft. At Red Meet. 
ing-houfe, Dover, N. Y. Dutches 
Co, 

22d. At Union Meeting-houfe 
in Beekman. 

93d. At Israel Fowlers in Free- 
dom. 

25th. At Stanford near friend’s 
Meeting-houte. 

26th. At Union Meeting-houfe 
in Milan. 

27th. At Rock City, fame town. 
28th. ‘At Johnftown in Colum- 
bia, Co. 
- 29th. At Capt. Luther Crock- 
er’s, in Klinerkiln. 

SOth. At Nathan and Henry 
Herrick’s, Schooduc. 

June 1ft. At Ballfton Meeting- 
houfe Burnt hills. 


N. B. Thefe appointments on 
Sundays, at ten o’clock P. M. and 
the others, all at 4 in the P. M. 
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Elder Jean L. Peavey, wil! 
preach Sunday May 25th. At 16 
o’clock A.M. At Jacob Burley’s 
in New-Market. 

Tuefday at 4 P. M. May 27 
at Haverhill Mafs. 

Wednefday 28th. fame hour, 
or evening at Bofton. | 

Friday 29th. At 4 P. M. at 
Pautucket. | 

Sunday June Ift.,At ten A. 
M. at Hampton Meeting-house, 
Conn. and at 4 P. M. fame day 
near Elder H. Brown’s, in cov- 
entry. 

4th. At 4 o’clock P. M. at 
Red Meeting-houfe in Dover, 
N. Y. Dutcheis Co. 

Sth, At 11 e@’clock A. M. at 
Hezekiah Johnfon’s, in Beekman, 
Dutchefs Co. N. Y. and to bap- 


tize feveral. 
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